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REMARKS 

Applicant has carefully reviewed and considered the Office Action mailed on March 28, 
2003. Claims 23-67 remain pending. 

Double Patenting Rejection 

Claims 23, 32, 34, 36, and 39 were rejected under the judicially created doctrine of 
double patenting over claims 1, 3, 4, and 11 of U.S. Patent No. 6,096,457. Applicant will 
consider filing a Terminal Disclaimer when all claims are indicated to be otherwise allowable. 
Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to call AppHcant's attorney at (612) 373-6960 if 
the claims are indicated to be otherwise allowable to facilitate prosecution of this application. 

§103 Rejection of the Claims 

Claims 23-29, 31-33, 36, 38-42, 45, 46, 51, 53-58, and 61-67 were rejected under 35 
use § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tanaka et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,633,713) in view of 
Smith (U.S. Patent No. 6,466,304). Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection at least for the 
following reason. 

Applicant respectfully asserts that the Smith reference (US 6,466,304) is not a prior art 
reference. The Smith reference indicates that the corresponding application was filed on October 
21, 1999 and issued on October 15, 2002. The Smith reference claims priority to US Provisional 
AppHcation 60/119,780 filed on February 11, 1999 and Provisional Application 60/105,281 filed 
on October 22, 1998. 

The present application is a continuation of Application Serial No. 09/031,639, filed on 
February 27, 1998, now US Patent 6,096,457. The filing date of the parent application is before 
the priority dates claimed by the Smith reference. 

Applicant asserts that the Tanaka et al. reference alone does not support the rejection. 
The rejection states that the Tanaka et al reference does not disclose the claimed subject matter. 
Applicant respectfully requests withdrawal of the rejection, and reconsideration and allow ance of 
the claims. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 30, 37, and 52 were objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but were indicated to be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Applicant acknowledges the allowance of claims 34, 35, 43, 44, 47-50, 59, and 60. 
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CONCLUSION 

Applicant respectfully submits that the claims are in condition for allowance and 
notification to that effect is earnestly requested. The Examiner is invited to telephone 
AppHcant's attorney at (612) 373-6960 to facilitate prosecution of this application. 

If necessary, please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 19-0743. 
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